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“Olympia Man Arrested For Vehicular Assault” 
 
A 21 year-old male from Olympia was arrested for Vehicular Assault early this morning after 
crashing his car and seriously injuring his passenger. 
 
The January 7th incident occurred at 02:21 a.m. when the State Patrol received a report of a one 
car injury collision southbound I-5 at exit 99 in Thurston County.   
 
The driver, 21 year-old Joel P Shumate, was driving a 1983 Porsche southbound on I-5 and exited 
the freeway at 99.  Shumate lost control of his vehicle in a turn and left the roadway to the right.  
The vehicle slid off the west side of the ramp colliding with a tree and rolled.  
 
The passenger in the vehicle, 25 year-old Justin Shumate also of Olympia, was transported to St. 
Peter Hospital with serious injuries.  Investigators at the scene suspected the driver to be under 
the influence of drugs and a Drug Recognition Expert was called to the scene.  After further 
investigation the driver was arrested for Vehicular Assault.  The investigation lasted for 
approximately two hours.    
 
Speed and drugs were a factor in this preventable collision.  The Washington State Patrol 
investigates many collisions involving the use of drugs.  It is illegal to operate a motor vehicle 
under the influence of ANY type of drug that affects your ability to operate a motor vehicle, 
whether legal or illegal.  If you take any type of prescription drug always read the labeling to see 
what affects the drug will have on you; if it states “may cause drowsiness or caution when 
operating a motor vehicle”, do not drive. 
 
Fortunately in this collision both lives were spared.  The WSP has investigated many other 
devastating collisions where lives were lost.  Please do not drive drugged; check your medication 
and know what the effects are and stay free of any type of illegal drugs.   
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